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Message from the President 
By Cdr William Dritz, USN (Ret.)  

 
   Dottie Smith has graciously agreed to be our guest speaker at our September 13th luncheon meet-

ing.  You may remember that Dottie gave a presentation on the history of Shasta County at our May 

meeting this past spring.  At that time she was unable to respond to all our questions due to time 

limitations.  I asked her if she would agree to a return engagement. 

 

   Ms. Smithôs presentation was among the most interesting we have experienced.  Letôs welcome 

her back with a large turn out! 

 

  Guest Editorial 
     By Col Wallace Wessel, USMC (Ret.) 

 

WHAT IS AHEAD FOR SHASTA COUNTRY MOAA? 

 
   The Shasta Country Chapter of MOAA 

has been in operation since 1989. The pri-

mary purpose, as stated by MOAA Na-

tional guidelines, is to promote the pur-

poses and objectives of MOAA, and to 

foster fraternal relations among the retired, 

active duty, reserve component, and former 

commissioned officers of Americaôs uni-

formed services. How well are we doing, 

and what is the future? 

 

   As of mid 2010, we are a small group of 

former military officers and spouses who 

are enjoying the fraternal friendship as we grow older, while 

constantly seeking a way to be more effective in the support of 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Lunch at Country Waffles, across from 

OSHð(2nd Monday) 13 September 2010 

 @ 11:30 a.m. 

Speaker: Dottie Smith, Historian, as 

an encore on more Shasta County History. 

Board Meeting: Lunch @ 

Country Waffles (1st Monday) 

6 September 2010 @ 12:00 Noon 
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national defense and veteranôs affairs.  We need to consider mak-

ing some changes.   

   Change number one: We need to recruit younger and more vo-

cal members.  We need more recent, active experience with both 

military and diplomatic action in our chapter discussions, and our 

planning for effective chapter contributions to MOAA objectives, 

both locally and nationally.  California is a large state.  The state 

has a very large veteran population that carries significant politi-

cal influence and power.  Our chapter is very much a part of this.  

Can we do more, and can we do it better?  Our north state loca-

tion has recently provided us with great opportunities to engage 

actively. We have the new veteranôs cemetery at Ono that is re-

ceiving fallen warriors daily. We have the construction of a new 

memorial chapel at the cemetery that is underway.  We were just 

introduced to a new veteranôs home that is beginning construc-

tion on Knighten Road.  We have a serious plan for a veteranôs 

museum soon to be designed and built.  Our opportunities to sup-

port, manage, and contribute to these veteran facilities is endless.   

 

   Change number two: We need to re-vitalize our Scholarship 

program originally established by Colonel ñGusò Guenther when 

the chapter was founded.  His plan was to maintain financial in-

vestments that would yield sufficient earnings to support annual 

scholarship awards, particularly to the children and grand-

children of chapter members.  The current economic situation 

does not provide adequately for this approach, given the limit of 

our current investment program.  We need to define a new ap-

proach for sustaining an adequate scholarship program, or aban-

don a program that is not working.  

 

   Change Number three: We must seek an alternative (back-up) 

approach to the production of our Chapter newsletter ñThe Senti-

nel.ò  This newsletter is the glue that holds this chapter together 

at this point in time. The primary author and producer of the ñThe 

Sentinelò has been, and is Colonel William F. Nicol, USAFR,   

MC (Ret).  Although he has a team of volunteers who assist in 

the production of ñThe Sentinel,ò without Col Bill Nicol, or a 

suitable replacement, our chapter would lose a significant ele-

ment of effective performance and member interest.  We must 

seek an ap-

proach that 

maintains a 

continued pro-

duction and 

distribution of 

ñThe Sentinelò 

to all chapter 

members.   

 

   Change num-

ber four: Our 

chapter must 

develop a 

greater interest 

and active par-

ticipation in 

both California 

State and Na-

tional MOAA 

initiatives and 

legislative ac-

tivities.  The 

Department of Defense 

and The Department of 

Veterans Affairs are 

only part of Americaôs 

overall governmental 

responsibility; however, 

MOAA and its members 

offer a critical contribu-

tion of experience to 

these government activi-

ties.  Our chapter has an 

opportunity and an obli-

gation to actively review 

and modify legislation 

that affects our national 

defense and veteransô 

welfare.  

 

   Change number five: 

Our MOAA chapter is 

an important member of 

the Shasta County Vet-

eranôs Affiliated Council (SCVAC) and we should take a more 

active role in the definition and support of all veterans in the 

North State, particularly in regard to local military members in-

volved in our operations in Middle-East, anti-terrorist activities. 

 

   Can these changes improve our effectiveness in MOAA, and 

can they help our chapter attract younger, more aggressive mem-

bers who want to contribute their military experience in an effec-

tive way?  Yes, and I believe we should try.  

) 

The Sentinel is published monthly (except 

in July and August) by the Shasta Country 

Chapter of the Military Officers Association 

of America (MOAA), a nonprofit 

corporation, for the benefit of its chapter 

members.  Reproduction of its content by 

any means is permissible with the consent of 

the publisher when requested by non-

members of MOAA.  Such consent is not 

required for members of MOAA.  There are 

no subscription costs to chapter members.  

The opinions expressed by the editors or 

contributors do not necessarily reflect the 

policy of this chapter or of National MOAA.  

Correspondence to the editor should be 

addressed to: 

 

Col William F. Nicol, USAFR MC FS (Ret.) 

3678 Bechelli Lane 

Redding, CA 96002 

SAVE  SAVE  SAVE  SAVE  

 

Please come to her 100th Birth-

day Party! ññ-Louise Locke is 

happy and excited!  

Save  this date: October 2, 2010  

Where? Redding Christian Fellowship 

Church @ 2157 Victor Ave, Redding.  

Time? 1- 5 P.M. 

RSVP to: 530-241-9121 (Pat Gardetto, 

daughter) or 949 -6614, or e-mail at 

peanutgardetto@att.net  

before September 27, 2010 

OPEN HOUSE!  
LCol Lucille Locke, USA (Ret) was on General 

Eisenhowerõs administrative staff in London 

and North Africa in WWII & her husband, Col 

Dick Locke, USA (Ret.) (dec.) was our Shasta 

Country MOAA President in 2006.  They met 

in uniform in N. Africa!  

Capt Louise Locke, USA, WAC 
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Nominating Committee Report 
By Col Wally Wessel, USMC (Ret.) 

 
   I recently chaired the 

nominating committee 

which included Bob Rock, 

Bud Homan and Bill More-

house.  We have been  meet-

ing, calling , talking to and 

encouraging members to 

accept leadership roles and 

responsibilities for the 

Shasta Country Chapter of 

MOAA for 2011.  We have 

particularly worked hard to 

engage some of our younger 

members to become more 

active and effective.  We 

have fashioned an excellent 

slate of candidates that should serve us well for another year.  

With President Dritzôs endorsement, I hereby submit it to all of 

you for your considerationðwell before we hold the election at 

our ñannual meetingò in November.  Here it is: 

 

President: Lt Col Ronald Largent, USAF (Ret.), former 1st vice 

2010; 

1st Vice:   Cdr Richard Gray, USNR (Ret.), former president 

1998; former secretary 2009 & 2010 

2nd Vice:  Cdr Robert Meyer, USN (Ret.), former 2nd vice 2010 

Treasurer: Col Robert Scott, USAF (Ret.), former treasurer 2010 

Secretary: Former 1st Lt Robert Rock, USA (WWII) 

 

Board of Directors: Cdr William Dritz, USN (Ret.); former presi-

dent (2010); BGen Charles Neeley, USAFR (Ret.) (tentative); 

Capt Ralph Harkness, USN (Ret.), former president 1994; Cdr 

Richard Fyten, USN (Ret.); Col Harold (Bud) Homan, USAF 

(Ret.); and Col Wallace Wessel, USMC (Ret.), former president 

1997 & 2004. 

 

Editorôs Notes 
By Bill Nicol  

 
   I wrote our first newsletter in November of 1989 (four pages).  

Iôm looking at it as I write this.  If you kept all your copies in 

your filing cabinet you would be able to read our chapter history 

since that year when it was chartered by Col Gus Guenther.  Iôm 

proud of our small Sentinel staff and all the contributors over the 

years who assisted me in putting out a newsletter that partially 

reflected our memories, our hopes and dreams, and our angst 

about problems for retired military officers and veterans in gen-

eral.  I wish to thank all of our contributors, especially Tod 

OôConnor, for their support during this long period.  You and I 

know who you areðand I know that writing a contribution or 

column is usually hard work.  I especially wish to thank Anne 

Nicol (my wife of 62 years), Peggy and Rush Blodget, and Chuck 

Knox for their excellent ability to spot typos and other infractions 

of the rules; and, last but not least, thanks to Joan Siddens for her 

great photographs.  It is now time for me to lay down my pen and 

cover my keyboard.  My slowly eroding short term memory and 

my shortness of breath are weighing on me.  Iôve really had fun 

with the Sentinelðit has allowed me to be a bit creative with my 

computer and has permitted me to know many of you better than 

otherwise. 

 

   I would like to announce that I will be retiring as the editor by 

the end of the year, or much sooner if possible.  I would hope for 

an orderly transition to a younger person who has the energy and 

interest needed to keep the issues coming out on time. 

 

   I know there must be somebody out there in our membership 

with computer skills much better than mine who also has an in-

terest in doing things that real publishers and editors do, but on a 

much smaller scaleðmore like an avocation or hobby; however,  

you would have to organize your life so you are always able to 

access your computer, on time, every month of the year, but for 

July and August . . . which means that you need to plan any vaca-

tions carefully.  You should have an interest in telling stories or 

in getting others to tell their stories, in writing, to you.  You 

should realize, early on, that the Sentinel is not to be used to 

proselytize or criticize any political party or its members in the 

United States, which is referred to as partisanship.  Politics or 

lobbying is okay; itôs what we, especially at the national level, do 

so well.  You should be able to know the difference and practice 

it by editing out partisan comments before they are published.  

No, the job does not come with a salary or an expense accountð 

not many hobbies do.  So you must be comfortable with that. 

 

   I was thinking that there may be a few spouses in our member-

ship who could have fun being the new editor.  In general, they 

are probably younger than most regular members.  Some are wid-

ows, who might have more free time to spend. 

 

   Please let me know as soon as you can if you are interested.  

Just write me an e-mail or give me a call.  If necessary, Iôll call 

you back on my special amplified phone while wearing both 

hearing aids.  If you are willing to take over I will ask President 

Dritz to bring up the subject at the next board of directors meet-

ing to seek their approval of your appointment. 

 

   Now that Iôve gotten that out of the way, I can turn down the 

flow rate on my Helios liquid oxygen canister and then struggle 

through another daily crossword puzzle.  I just hope someone 

will respond in time.  

 

Secretaryôs Report 
By Cdr Richard Gray, USNR (Ret.) 

 
   MOAA special Board of Directors Meeting (BOD) of  August 

2, 2010 is hereby summarized. 

 

   Wally Wessel called this meeting of the BOD.  Responding and 

present were President Bill Dritz, Ron Largent, Dick Gray, 

Robert Scott, Tom Connors, Ralph Harkness, Pete Stiglich and 

Wally Wessel; it was held at the Country Waffles at noon. 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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   Bill said that the meeting was at the 

behest of Wally and turned the floor 

over to him.  Wally handed out a 

printed agenda for consideration to 

"prepare for a new year of active 

chapter business." 

 

  Among the thoughts originally ex-

pressed by various members were: we 

must provide a service; we need to 

encourage greater activity; we have a 

high percentage of veterans in our 

area; there is a large number of veteran groups in our area with 

no interaction; the affiliated council has not coordinated their 

membership; officers are treated differently than enlisted; and, 

fundamentally, there is no leadership. 

 

   With Bob Dunlap as the new County Veteranôs Service Officer 

(VSO), we have expectations of new efforts.  It was stressed we 

should follow a chain of command, which for our MOAA chapter 

means through our BOD and president to our area governor and 

the California Council of Chapters and thence to National 

MOAA.  Ron noted that we are non-existent to people south of 

here.  When you mention being from Northern California, they 

think of San Francisco and Sacramento.  We need to make our-

selves noticed.  Pete pointed out that, like many of us, he is in-

volved in veteran affairs, but not specifically as a MOAA mem-

ber.  

 

   Wally went through the nominations for officers for 2011, stat-

ing that again he found reluctance of many to be involved.  He 

stressed that there are so many areas where we could be helpful, 

even for short periods of time, like help the VSO or volunteer at 

the cemetery or with the veterans home which is under construc-

tion or help SVAC, etc.  Tom felt the need for better advertising 

and/or publicity  (Secretary's note - at this point there were three 

conversations going simultaneously and I could not keep up.) 

 

   Ralph stated that we have no community presence and need 

good programs to attract potential members and buildup the 

chapter.  Bill mentioned we must be relative and can start by tak-

ing small steps.  Pete suggested the possibility of an ad, a spot on 

radio and/or TV, specifically for MOAA . . . Take the lead on at 

least one project and gain visibility.  Robert mentioned having  a 

booth at the air show, starting a Website and involvement with 

the ROTC at Enterprise H.S. and Simpson University. 

 

   Robert volunteered to start a Website for our MOAA chap-

ter.  By a unanimous vote, this was approved. 

  

   Ron volunteered to obtain a car for 

our participation in the Shasta Lake 

City Veterans Parade, 11-6-10.  Our 

meeting adjourned by 1:15 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted,, 

 

Dick Gray, Secretary 

 

 

Our 1st Vice President 

 Has Open Heart Surgery 

   
   Rev. Bob Meyer had a heart valve replace-

ment about a month ago and came home on 

August 18, 2010.  His chaplainôs column 

should start reappearing in our Sentinel real 

soon.  We miss reading them.  Congratulations 

BobðEditor. 

 

New Link with Reddingôs  

Record Searchlight  
 

   Former 1st Lt Bob Rock, USA, Corp of Engineers, started 

something new.  He is notifying the Redding Record Search-

lightôs newspaper section, called ñD.A.T.E.,ò about our monthly 

meetings with the names of the scheduled speakers.  He is hoping 

to make our meetings more public to boost attendance and per-

haps our membership.  Check it out.  Thanks BobðEditor.  
 

  The Last Journey of the 

Jeremiah OôBrien 
By Former 1st Lt Robert Rock, USAR 

 

   I recently forwarded a news item with 

pictures to our e-members about Pilsen, 

Czech Republic, which was sent to me by 

a friend, James Christiansen, who is a 

retired professor of Texas A&M, where he 

still resides.  Pilsen turned out again to 

celebrate its liberation from the Nazis by 

General Pattonôs forces.  The emotional 

impact of the story of thanks to us by a 

foreign nation jolted Bob Rockôs memory about this Liberty Ship 

he helped prepare for its last journey to FranceðEditor. 

 

   Thanks for keeping the airwaves humming.  Your latest story 

on Pilsen is a tear-jerker and reminds me of a similar event that 

took place in France in 1995. 

 

   When the U.S. celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Nor-

mandy landing, there was just one Liberty Ship out of the thou-

sands made available to traverse the ocean and anchor off the 

coast of France to send landing craft back onto Normandy Beach 

for the celebration and reenactment.  That was the Jeremiah 

OôBrien, which is still berthed in San Francisco. 

 

   I had volunteered to join the rejuvenation teams that put the 

ship back into service to make it seaworthy by taking the needed 

parts off of other Libertyôs anchored in San Pablo Bay graveyard.  

I chose not to make the Normandy voyage, and now wish I had. 

 

   After the three-months voyage was over, we all assembled in 

San Francisco on one weekend to celebrate the successful jour-

ney and give recognition to those who deserved it.  As each re-

(Continued on page 5) 
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cipient came forward, they told their stories about the ship and 

the voyage.  Some had served on her during the war, so were 

often emotional about their recent repeat Normandy experience. 

 

   After successfully crossing the Atlantic under the captainship 

of its 82-year-old 

skipper and 60 to 89 

year-old crew, the 

OôBrien landed in 

Manchester (I be-

lieve) and prepared 

for the memorial 

Normandy landing 

by picking up 

DUKWS, and other 

landing craft to 

simulate the actual 

equipment that the 

French would re-

member seeing.  Then after traversing the English Channel and 

successfully launching its bounty, the OôBrien stayed anchored 

out off the beach along with other invasion craft so spectators 

could see and remember something of what the invasion fleet 

originally looked like. 

 

   Several of the crew related the following story: 

 

   After all the ceremonies were over, the last thing was to steam 

out along the La Havre River channel to the open ocean and re-

turn to the U.S.  What shocked the crew was that standing all 

along this several-mile-long ship channel were thousands and 

thousands of French citizens of all ages, waving American flags, 

and shouting and singing the French and American national an-

thems, saying, ñThank you America, for saving usðfor saving 

France!  It was not just the old timers who experienced the war 

who were present, but they had brought all their families and 

were teaching their children the same thingðto remember and to 

show appreciation for the American aid. 

 

   Several at our weekend celebration related that many of these 

craggy sun-burnt old salts were in tears as they stood on the 

OôBrienôs deck, waving back, taking in this unbelievable expres-

sion of love and appreciation.  It must have gone on for over an 

hour. 

 

Getting to Know You 
By Mary Lou Cowles 

   

   I was an employee of McDonnell 

Douglas in Torrance, California, 

where I met my husband, Omar.  

We were married for seven years 

when he told me he wanted to 

move to the North State.  So we 

moved in August of 1980 into the 

Odd Fellowôs Camp near Lewiston.  

We had nine years there and then 

decided to move into town 

(Redding).  It was wonderful after living in the woods (like 

camping everyday). 

 

   Five years later Omar became seriously ill while we were on 

vacation visiting my son on Whidbey Island, Washington.  He 

was diagnosed with acute myelogenous leukemia and spent 30 

days in the Madigan Army Medical Center at Fort Lewis, Wash-

ington, being treated with large doses of chemotherapy. 

 

   I stayed at the Fisher House at Fort Lewis during that time.  

What a wonderful facility for military families to have available 

and I was able to see him at any time.  He put up a great fight, 

living almost three years longer than most with that type of leu-

kemia. 

 

   Omar was a Navy pilot and when the Coast Guard needed pi-

lots, a group of the men switched over.  He was a commander in 

rank and flew Search and Rescue missions until he was let go in 

1961.  He was a Reserve officer and when he reached the age of 

60 he came into his military retirement.  He kept up his Reserve 

meetings and ended up with 44 years of service.  Our married life 

was not of the military so I do not have any history of his military 

days to share with you. 

 

   Thanks Mary Lou for joining our chapterðEditor. 

 

Secretaryôs Report 
By Cdr Dick Gray, USNR (Ret.) 

Minutes of Chapter Meeting 

At Country Waffles, June 14, 2010 

 
   The meeting was called to order by 

President Dritz at 12:25 P.M.  Robert 

Scott led us in the pledge of allegiance to 

the flag and Chaplain Bob Meyer gave 

the invocation. 

   As guests, John 

Mackey  had his grand-

son, Major Brian 

Choate (see right) and 

Mary Cowles (below) 

had her daughter and 

son-in-law 

from Hunting-

ton Beach, 

Jolene and Bill 

Dunn (right). 
 
   The secre-

tary read from 

the board of 

directorsô min-

utes, that 60 

days before 

our annual 

(Continued on page 6) 

Photo by Joan Siddens 

Photo by Joan Siddens 
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meeting in November, the board of directors 

shall appoint a nominating committee for the 

2011 elections that month.  With no meetings 

scheduled for July and August, the board 

unanimously approved the appointment of Col 

Harold Homan, USAF (Ret.), Former 1st Lt 

Robert Rock, USA, CE, and Col Wally Wessel, 

USMC (Ret.) as a nominating committee. 

 

   President Dritz pointed out that inflation over 

the years had deteriorated the value of a $500 

scholarship grant and that $1,000 seemed more 

appropriate.  Asking for a motion, Tom Con-

nors moved and Bob Meyer seconded that our 

scholarship award should be increased to $1,000.  Discussion on 

the question was requested. 

 

     It was stated that $500 would just about cover the cost of 

books so a raise would seem in order.  One case of a studentôs 

books costing about $750 was mentioned.  Mention was also 

made that our scholarship 

fund, originally set up to 

provide perpetual funding 

from interest, has already 

decreased from almost 

$30,000 to about $25,000.  

The question was raised 

about an annual fund drive 

for the scholarship fund.  If 

no fund drive was held, one 

estimate was made that our 

scholarship reserve would 

be gone in about 15 years. 

 

   Opposing thoughts were 

expressed that after our 

funds were low, we could 

have a fund drive, versus, 

letôs have a fund drive be-

fore we award the scholar-

ships.  After comments on 

both sides of the issue, a 

vote was taken resulting in 

8 yes votes and 10 no 

votes, so the motion was 

defeated. 

 

   Second Vice President 

Bob Meyer introduced our 

speaker, CMSGT Robert 

Dunlap, USAF (Ret.), our new Shasta County Veterans Service 

Officer.  Dunlap, a graduate of Anderson H.S., joined the Air 

Force and retired in 2003 to Cottonwood where he built his 

home.  In January 2010 he began his new job, which he considers 

three pronged: 1) to counsel, 2) to assist, and 3) to offer outreach 

services to veterans and their families and survivors. 

 

   Funding comes from several levels of government, license plate 

revenue, and contributions among other sources, so is no prob-

lem.  Primarily, the money goes out to disabled veterans and wid-

ows of war veterans.  As the money flows out 

to individuals, it is estimated those dollars cir-

culate three to seven times through our econ-

omy to the equivalent of about 3.2 million dol-

lars. 

 

   Outreach extends to Burney and Fall River 

Mills, among other locations, and Dunlap is 

especially watchful for widows eligible for a 

pension and individuals who might benefit 

from a college tuition waiver. 

 

   To find his office, within the month he ex-

pects to move to new quarters in the former 

Shasta Library Building, at the corner of Shasta and West Streets. 

 

   Captain Robert Gates, USN (Ret.) was buried last Friday at the 

Igo Veterans Cemetery.  The services were notable for the mili-

tary presence.  For future consideration, Allen and Dahl just 

needed a few days notice and were able to make all the necessary 

arrangements. 

 

   Tom Connor mentioned that WWII people, especially might be 

interested in a new postage stamp now available.  It features and 

honors cartoonist Bill Mauldin of Willie and Joe fame in the 

army newspaper, Stars and Stripes, of that era.  After our raffle, 

we adjourned at 1:15 P.M.   

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dick Gray, Secretary 

Chapter President Bill Dritz & Shasta Co. VSO Bob Dunlap Jr. 
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 Here I am, PCS in Florida! 
By Lt Cdr Barry Bratton, USN (Ret.)  

 
   I can hardly believe it is closing in on a year since we left Red-

ding.  Between the move, finding my way around the new job 

and getting to know the community, time has truly gotten away 

from me.  Cheryl and I love southwest Florida and everyone has 

been very gracious.  It was gratifying to see that young men in 

the south are still inclined to hold the door 

open for elders, and address you as sir or 

ma'm! 

  

   The decision to leave Redding was one of 

the most difficult choices I have ever made.  

As military officers, we always knew that a 

move and job change could be expected every 

two or three years.  We had lived in Redding 

over nine years, with me at the same job.  The 

bonds that we made with friends, coworkers 

and veteran affiliates were numerous.  We 

will always remember fondly our friends and 

time spent in Redding. 

  

   Bill, thank you for your continued great 

work with the Sentinel.  I look forward to 

checking the Cal-MOAA website each month 

for the new issue.  You can truly say that it is 

enjoyed by readers from coast to coast! 

  

   Please pass my best wishes to the members 

and spouses of Shasta Country Chapter.  You 

are all in my thoughts and prayers.  I have 

attached a news release from my new em-

ployer that will tell you a little about my new job. 

 

Lee County Port Authority Announces 

New General Aviation Director 
By Victoria B. Moreland, 

 Department Director/Public Relations 

 
FORT MYERS, Fla. (Oct. 6, 2009) ï Barry C. Bratton, A.A.E., 

has joined the Lee County Port Authority as director of general 

aviation at Page Field General Aviation Airport (FMY). He is 

responsible for managing a staff of 31 

professionals and overseeing the day-to-

day operations of the airport, including the 

Aviation Center. Bratton will also add 

valuable input and oversight on all con-

struction and planning projects at Page 

Field in addition to working with the busi-

ness development department to lease 

available airport property. 

 

Bratton has held a wide variety of key 

airport and aviation leadership positions. 

Most recently, he was the assistant airports 

manager in the airports division for the 

City of Redding in California, where he 

directed the operations, maintenance and security of Redding 

Municipal Airport and Benton Airpark. While there, he coordi-

nated more than $15 million in grant-funded capital improvement 

projects, improved the airport safety and self-inspection pro-

grams, authored an Airport Certification Manual and Airport 

Emergency Plan and managed the environmental compliance 

program. Prior to that, he worked at the Truckee Tahoe Airport 

and the Naval Outlying Landing Field in San Nicolas Island, 

Calif. Bratton was a United States Naval Flight Officer where he 

served as the training department head for a 

large fleet readiness squadron. He also held 

numerous positions including navigator, in-

structor and senior evaluator on the Lockheed 

LC-130 Hercules and was an instructor and 

mission commander on the Lockheed P-3C 

Orion. 

 

  He has a bachelorôs degree in transportation 

from Saint Louis University and a masterôs 

degree in business administration from South-

ern New Hampshire University. He is accred-

ited by the American Association of Airport 

Executives (AAAE). Bratton has served on 

several committees for AAAE and was an 

executive member of the Southwest Chapter 

of AAAE. In 2003, he received the Aviation 

Excellence Award from the Southwest Chap-

ter of AAAE, which is given annually to an 

airport professional who has gone out of their 

way and given substantial extra effort to en-

sure the promotion, operation, maintenance or 

development of aviation and/or the airport. 

 

Bratton is an instrument rated private pilot 

and currently resides in Estero, Fla. For more information on 

Page Field, please visit www.flyfmy.com. 

 

 Secretaryôs Report 
By Dick Gray 

 

Board of Directors Meeting June 7, 2010 

 
   Gathering at the Country Waffles, we discussed various sub-

jects but primarily, Wally Wessel, Bob 

Meyer, and Ralph Harkness informed us 

the Captain Bob Gatesô funeral would be 

11:30, Friday June 11th at Igo.  We 

paused for lunch then at 12:30 President 

Bill Dritz called the meeting to order.  In 

attendance were: Tom Connors, Dick 

Fyten, Dick Gray, Ralph Harkness, Bob 

Meyer, Robert Scott and Wally Wessel. 

 

   Our president noted that this would be 

our last board meeting until September.  

Our train of talk went from officers for 

2011, to a nominating committee, to by-

(Continued on page 8) 

In Memoriam 
Mrs. Louise Acebedo, 

Wife of Lt Col Adrian Acebedo, USAF (Ret.) 
May 20, 2010 

Our condolences to ñAceò and family 

In Memoriam 

Capt Bob Gates, USN (Ret.) 
May 27, 2010 

Our condolences to ñMidgeò and family 

President Barry Bratton in 
2008 and 1/2 of 2009 
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law deadlines.  Our bylaws state that November is the month for 

our annual meeting (Article VII) and that 60 days before the an-

nual meeting, ñthe board of directors shall appoint a nominating 

committeeò (Article X).  It was promptly moved, seconded, and 

passed unanimously to appoint Col Harold Homan, 1st Lt Robert 

Rock and Col Wally Wessel as nominating committee for a 2011 

election slate. 

 

   Membership questions were raised and the secretary mentioned 

that since we had extended our enrollment deadline twice, he still 

had not sent National MOAA Headquarters a roster of this yearôs 

members.  He was requested to check our chapter mailbox one 

last time, then finalize and send the roster to the members.  We 

then had a discussion about retaining contact with former mem-

bersðstill brothers in arms.  We recognize we are losing aging 

members and younger replacements in this area are scarce. 

 

   Returning to the scholarship recommendation of our last 

monthôs meeting, after some discussion it was moved, seconded 

and approved to award a belated 2009 $500 scholarship to Alli-

son Leadabrand.  We then had a motion and second to raise our 

scholarship amounts from $500 to $1,000.  Discussion followed 

about where the money was coming from, our scholarship fund 

or a special appeal, and who should be doing this, the board of 

directors or the scholarship committee?  In past years when the 

scholarship committee presented its recommendations, it also 

used to recommend an amount.  We ended our meeting rather 

wondering ñWho is in charge,ò and passed the motion on a 5 to 3 

vote. 

 

   The meeting adjourned at 1: 10 P.M. 

 

   Respectfully submitted, Dick Gray, Secretary 

 

   Did You Know This? 
By Lt Col Bill Morehouse, USMC (Ret.) 

 

An Interesting Fact About 

 August 2010 [Internet] 

 
   This August has five Sundays, five Mon-

days, and five Tuesdays, all in one month!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

It happens once in 823 years.  I will proba-

bly miss it next time!  By golly, check your 

calendar.  Heôs right!ðEditor. 

 

    

Veterans Affairs 
By Major John Cleckner, USA, SF (Ret.) 

 
2010 Veterans Day Parade 

 
   Shasta Lake Lions Club, Shasta County, 

Shasta Lake & Shasta County Veterans will 

conduct the 2010 Veterans Day Parade in 

Shasta Lake on Shasta Dam Blvd. at 10:00 

AM, Saturday November 6, 2010.  This yearôs 

parade will honor the 60th anniversary of the 

Korean War.  All Korean War veterans are encouraged to ride the 

floats that will be available to them and their families.  There will 

be a flyover and lots of food before and after the parade.  This 

yearôs theme is: 

 

Veterans, the Backbone of AmericaðHonoring the 

Korean Warôs 60th AnniversaryðNever Forgotten 

 
   Entry forms are available from he Shasta Lake Lions Club by 

contacting Ed Greer (356-7683) or Elmer Ellsworth (941-2095).  

Forms will also be available at the Redding VA OPC and the new 

Shasta County Veterans Service office on Shasta St. in Redding.  

Registration forms should be mailed to Shasta Lake Lions, 4121 

Shasta Dam Blvd., Shasta Lake, California, 96019.  There is no 

entry fee this year, but donations are welcomed. 

 

   Deadline for registration is 31 October 2010. 

 

Legislative Report 
By Cdr Art Mix, USN (Ret.)  

 
   It is my understanding that the 

Medicare/Tricare payment cut has 

been fixed.  Four bills need our sup-

port.  With current bill numbers they 

are: 

 

H.R. 333 H.R. 4525 S.546 End de-

duction of VA benefits from retired 

pay 

H.R. 775 S. 535 End deduction of VA 

benefits from SBP annuities 

H.R. 208 S. 831 Allow reserve retire-

ment age credit for all active service since 9/11 

H.. 1592 H.R. 4427 Upgrade the military pay 

raise. 

 

   Doing this research reminded me of a story 

that was fun for me.  Orrin Hatch, the senator 

from Utah and his family, were our neighbors 

in Virginia.  I had been selected for a special 

security clearance for my work and the FBI 

visited our neighbors checking on me.  Mrs. 

Hatch called my wife and said, ñBetty, what 

has Arthur been doing?ò 

 

 

Veterans Memorial Building ñChapelò 
By Col Harold (ñBudò) Homan, USAF (Ret.) 

 
   I hope you all will consider giving a generous check to help 

California Senator K. Maurice Johannessen (Ret.)/Secretary, 

California Dept. of Veterans Affairs (Ret.) construct a ñchapelò at 

the Northern California Veterans Cemetery near Igo.  As you 

may know, construction has already begun and Senator Johannes-

sen estimates it will be completed by Veterans Day this year.  I  

(Continued on page 9) 

Sen. Orrin Hatch 
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believe this to be a very worthy cause and if you have any 

questions about the project please call me at 530-244-

2529. 

 

   Please make your check out to the California Veterans 

Assistance Group, Inc. and mark your check as a member 

of MOAA.  Mail it to 737 Auditorium Drive, Redding, 

CA 96001.  If you would like to call Senator Johannessen 

or his staff on Auditorium Drive call at 530-241-7500.  

You may FAX them at 530 241-5053 or e-mail the Sena-

tor at kmj2calvetassistancegroup.com.  Their Website is: 

www.calvetassistancegroup.com. 

 

   If donations are insufficient then Senator Johannessen 

will make up the shortfall out of his own pocketðthe cost 

of the building is estimated to be $500,000.  It will seat 

125 people.  The architect, Terry Topolski, a Vietnam 

veteran, is donating his services. 

 

   I hope your donations will make a good showing for 

MOAA!  Thank you for listening. 

 

 

 

 

 

A continuation of Dick Jonesô story, ñLiberating Europe and 

More,ò will appear in the October issue.  Please donôt forget to 

save your enclosed membership rosterðEditor. 

 

 Press conference in Sacramento.  Third and fourth from the right are Doris and John Cleckner meeting with the Governor and 
veterans service organization leaders on August 5, 2010 for Operation Restore the Funding which seeks to convince the Legis-
lature to restore full funding for the Governorôs Operation Welcome Home initiative and the County Veterans Service Officers.  


